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The fits of the monotonic regressions and the stress diagnostics of the "biologically informed" approach were ~25% and ~50% better than those of the uninformed predictors, for the GBR sled and trawl datasets respectively (Table S4 -1). This indicated that the biologically informed approach provided an improved representation of the patterns of biodiversity composition as present in the raw BC dissimilarities. Note that both of these approaches represent multi-dimensional composition constrained by relationships with the environment; when multi-dimensional representation of composition is not constrained by the environment (e.g. a conventional nMDS), the stress is lower (Table S4-1). 
